
Know how the Anglo-Saxons governed themselves & how this caused 

conflicts between different tribes.
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‘If you don’t know history, then you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.’  MICHAEL CRICHTON 

The Witham Academy Primary History Learning Journey
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Castles

Know what castles are, why they were important 
and where they were/are located in Britain.

Know that castles were built for defence 

and royal/noble residences.

Know what High walls, moat, arrow 
slips, portcullis, drawbridge & 
dungeons were.

The history of me 
and my familyKnow when 

some of the 
most 
significant 
toys were 
invented.

Know 
why we 
play with 
toys.

Know what 
toys pupils 
have had since 
they were born 
and why toys 
change.

Monarchy

Know when Queen 
Victoria & Queen 
Elizabeth reigned.  

Know how the two monarchs led the country 
during their reign, are seen in terms of being 
good or bad monarchs. & what Britain 
achieved under their reigns.

Know how the two 
monarch’s beliefs 
influenced what 
Britain was like 
during their reigns. 

The 
Gunpowder 

Plot 
&

Great Fire of 
London

Know when & where 

the ‘Gunpowder Plot’ 

& ‘Great Fire of 

London’ took place. 

Know the different 

beliefs of 

Protestants and 

Catholics, when 

the ‘Gunpowder 

Plot’ took place   

& why this led to 

Catholics being 

unhappy. 

Know 
James I 
showed 
good 
leadership 
during The 
Great Fire 
of London.

Know where, when & how the ‘Great 
Fire of London’ started, why it spread, 
how it  was stopped & how it affected 
London afterwards.

Know who Guy Fawkes & the other plotters 

were, why they instigated the ‘Gunpowder Plot’ 

& why it is Guy Fawkes who is remembered.

Know 
that a lot 
of 
evidence 
about the 
fire has 
come 
from 
Samuel 
Pepys 
diary.

Lincoln 
castle

Know when Lincoln Castle was most 

important & where it is in Lincoln.

Know what some of Lincoln 
Castle’s most important features 
are.

Know why Lincoln Castle was 

built & what changes have 

occurred to it from when it was 

built to today.

Significant 
Individuals

Know when each of the individuals existed 

& specific event each of them took part in. 

Know what 

each of the 

individuals 

did & why 

they did it.

Know what people thought about the individuals at 

the time, how they have since been treated over time, 

due to their background & why this is the case.

Know how the 

individuals showed 

leadership & what 

innovations 

happened because 

of their actions. 

The 
Stone 
Age to 

The 
Iron 
Age

Know 
when 
the 
Stone 
Age to 
Iron 
Age 
existed 
& 
where 
the 
people 
of these 
periods 
lived.

Know what a 

‘hunter’ 

gatherer’ is, 

how people 

went from 

being this to 

being farmers 

& why.

Know what a ’round house’ 

was, what it was used for 

and who lived in it.

know about the settlement of Skara Brae &  what the 
houses in this settlement tell us about how some people in 
the Bronze Age lived.

Using the Collection ‘Loan 
Kit’, know what the 
equipment & jewellery  tell 
us about how people in this 
period might have lived. 

The 
Romans

Know when the 
Romans existed & 
where their empire 
was.  

Know what the 

Romans 

believed, 

regarding how  

Rome was 

governed & how  

this changed.

Know the way of 

life of Roman 

people, including 

what happened 

when they 

visited a 

Colosseum.

Know why the democratic way 

the Romans ruled themselves 

changed to just one person      

(a Caesar). 

Know that 

the 

Romans 

had an 

Empire and 

why this 

was so.

The 
Anglo-
Saxons

Know when  & where 

the Anglo-Saxons 

existed, including key 

dates. 

Know how the 

Anglo-Saxons 

governed 

themselves & 

how this caused 

conflicts between 

different tribes.

Know who 

the Vikings 

were, what 

conflict 

there was 

between 

the Anglo-

Saxons and 

Vikings. 

Know when the Vikings 

existed, including key 

dates. 

Know who 

‘Alfred The 

Great’ was 

& how he 

unified 

Anglo-

Saxon 

Britain. 

Know what events lead up 

to the end of Anglo-

Saxons, what the ‘Battle of 

Hastings’ was and how it 

finally ended Anglo-Saxon 

rule. 

Know about some of the 

key Viking Leaders & why 

they were significant.

Know that the Vikings invented 

the compass tent & Longboat 

and that these inventions 

enabled the Vikings to explore 

new worlds far away. 

Know what the 

Roman artefacts 

found in Lincoln tell 

us about how the 

romans lived in 

Britain.

Know what a Pharaoh 

was, what Ancient 

Egyptians believed 

about Pharaohs, how a 

Pharaoh ruled & why 

Pharaohs ruled the 

way they did. 

Know how 

the 

pyramids 

were 

constructed.

Know what Ancient 

Egyptians believed 

about the afterlife, what 

mummification was & 

what a pyramid was.

Know what the Ancient Greek 

Olympic Games were & why 

they took place.

Know when and 

where the Ancient 

Greeks existed, 

including key 

dates. 

Know what the Ancient Greeks believed, regarding how 

Greece was ruled, how the Ancient Greeks governed 

themselves & how the way the Ancient Greeks governed 

themselves compared to the way the Romans governed 

themselves.

The 
Vikings

Roman
Lincoln

Know why Lincoln originally 

settled by the Romans as a 

Roman Legionary Fortress, 

why it became important and 

why the Romans eventually 

left Lincoln & Britain.

Know when & 

where the 

Romans existed in 

Britain, including 

key dates. 

The 
Ancient 

Egyptians

Know when 

the Ancient 

Egyptians 

existed 

including key 

dates. 

Know who the Tudor Monarchs were and 

when they reigned, who Henry VIII was & 

why he wanted a son, who Elizabeth I was 

& her conflict with Mary Queen of Scots.

Know why the Tudors 

wanted to explore the 

world, how they created 

maps and why. 

Know 

when & 

where 

Martin 

Luther King 

(MLK) 

existed in, 

including 

key dates 

in his 

lifetime 

that relate 

to him.

Know who some of the main Greek 

Gods and Goddesses were & why the 

Greeks had so many Gods and 

Goddesses. 

Know why Henry VIII 

abolished the 

monasteries and 

created a new 

religion. 

Know when  
& where 
the 
Victorians 
existed 
including 
key dates. 

Know what caused 

the Spanish 

Armada.

The 
Ancient 
Greeks

The 
Tudors

Know when & 

where the Tudors 

existed, including 

key dates.

The 
Victorians

Know what 

‘mass 

production’ 

was, how it 

led to many 

Victorians 

moving to 

towns/cities 

& what this 

led to in 

terms of 

Victorian 

society.
Know what the ‘British Empire’ was, 

what areas it covered and why it 

was good for some people but bad 

for others.

Know what the Victorians believed should happen to, people 

who had committed a crime, that there is still a Victorian 

prison in Lincoln castle & how this prison was organised.

Know when & 

where the Mayans 

existed including 

key dates. 

Know that the pyramids were in the centre of Mayan 

settlements, that they were built for sacrifice & that the 

structure was solid with an altar at the top. 

Know what 

beliefs 

made MLK 

do what he 

did. The 
Mayans

know the hierarchy of society and their roles & 

what the following roles were: Priests, rulers, 

nobility, warriors, craftsmen, farmers, slaves.

Know who the 

Mayans 

worshipped and 

why. 

Influential 
People

Know when & where 

WWII took place and 

who was involved.

Know how WWII affected people in the local area, 

focussing on the bombing run on the city (8th May 1941).

Know how different aspects of society (at the time) looked upon MLK and what he stood for, how 

modern society now looks upon MLK & what he stood for, about other individuals that coincided with 

MLK and why they ere important & how knowledge of MLK relates to other similar figures in history. 

Know how 

the actions 

that MLK 

carried lead 

to change, if 

any.

Know how MLK showed 

leadership in how he conducted 

himself.

World 
War II

Know who the main leaders were in WWII, how 

they led their nations & how this compares to 

other leaders that have been studied previously.

Know what technical innovations there were 

during WWII & how these innovations were used 

in the local area. 


